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SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I mean a minute, not five.
SENATOR McKENZIE: Senator Wehrbein, let me see, how fast would
you like me to talk? Here's what it basically does, most 
importantly, is it continues the current system we have under 
the 3 percent lid for the state appropriation, so that the 
funding system continues past what would have sunsetted in 1998. 
It also includes a couple of other areas that we thought would 
help deal with that cost containment issue as we continue to try 
to bring some level of cost containment to this whole area. In 
particular it requires the Department of Education to create the 
rules and regs and the procedures for verification of related 
services, it puts transportation in as a related service rather 
than a direct reimbursement, it creates a commission who will 
look at transition for children from 14 to 21 in a different 
method than an academic program, possibly a coordinated effort 
between what are developmental disability functions, and health 
and human service functions, and Department of Ed functions 
under Voc Rehab, and creates an assistive technology registry so 
we know where certain specialized, high-cost devices are for 
students across the state.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay.
SENATOR McKENZIE: I believe that's a pretty good...
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: That's very good. And most of that I caught.
I was reading here and I thought there was going to be 
discussion, so I could have caught up. The real question I have 
is the 3 percent intended to be, at this point, indefinitely 
into the future? Three percent a year?
SENATOR McKENZIE: At this point we put beginning in this year
and continuing. We did not put a new sunset date in.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: So at this point it's ongoing at 3 percent.
SENATOR McKENZIE: Correct.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you.

4114


